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A method and apparatus for moving network equipment is
provided herein. During operation, an optimal base station
configuration will be determined. Currently-employed net-
work equipment will be moved based on a determination if
adequate coverage will be provided to users of the system.
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR MOVING
NETWORK EQUIPMENT WITHIN A
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to moving net-
work equipment, and in particular to moving network equip-
ment based on a Quality of Service (QoS) of running
applications.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Oftentimes a public-safety incident will over tax any
communications network equipment handling an incident.
For example, due to a large number of public-safety devices
and personnel at, for example, a large fire, a base station(s)
handling wireless communications may be overloaded. In
order to solve this issue, it has been proposed to provide
mobile base stations at the incident scene in order to aide
communications. For example, WO02015/021159 Al,
entitled SysSTEM aND METHOD FOR IMPLEMENTING AN AIRBORNE
TeLEcOMMUNICATION NETWORK USING AN UNMANNED AERIAL
VEHICLE, (incorporated by reference herein), provides for a
drone to aide in restoring telecommunications in areas
otherwise isolated by a disaster.

The deployment of mobile base stations will undoubtedly
aide a current base site with capacity issues, however, the
operator of the communication system will have the added
expense of investing additional base stations, as drones, that
are used very seldom. It would be more beneficial if the
currently employed base stations can reconfigure themselves
to aide in optimizing the communication system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying figures where like reference numerals
refer to identical or functionally similar elements throughout
the separate views, and which together with the detailed
description below are incorporated in and form part of the
specification, serve to further illustrate various embodiments
and to explain various principles and advantages all in
accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates a center-of-gravity approach to locating
network equipment.

FIG. 2 illustrates a calculation of a center of mass.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a general operational
environment of communication system.

FIG. 4 illustrates the movement of network equipment.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a location server.

FIG. 6 illustrates a device uplink reception area.

FIG. 7 illustrates the generation of the center of mass for
all application/services running on devices.

FIG. 8 illustrates the generation of an intersection of all
URAs for all applications/services running on devices.

FIG. 9 is a flow chart showing operation of the location
server of FIG. 5.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart showing operation of the location
server of FIG. 5.

Skilled artisans will appreciate that elements in the figures
are illustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not nec-
essarily been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions
and/or relative positioning of some of the elements in the
figures may be exaggerated relative to other elements to help
to improve understanding of various embodiments of the
present invention. Also, common but well-understood ele-
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2

ments that are useful or necessary in a commercially feasible
embodiment are often not depicted in order to facilitate a
less obstructed view of these various embodiments of the
present invention. It will further be appreciated that certain
actions and/or steps may be described or depicted in a
particular order of occurrence while those skilled in the art
will understand that such specificity with respect to
sequence is not actually required.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In order to improve radio-frequency (RF) coverage, a
method and apparatus for moving network equipment is
provided herein. During operation, an optimal base station
configuration will be determined. Currently-employed net-
work equipment will be moved based on a determination if
adequate coverage will be provided to users of the system.

It should be noted that in a first embodiment of the present
invention, network equipment comprises a base transceiver
station (BTS) connected wirelessly to existing communica-
tion system infrastructure. A BTS is generally considered an
“intelligent” terminal, as it has the processing and control
capability to influence a substantial amount of the commu-
nication traffic passing through it. In a further embodiment
of the present invention, network equipment comprises a
radio repeater station, which performs a minimal amount of
processing in receiving a communication and re-transmit-
ting the received communication along the wireless com-
munication path. As a repeater station has little control over
the communication passing through it, it is often termed a
“dummy” terminal. For ease of understanding, the following
description is provided describing a base station being
deployed; however, one of ordinary skill in the art will
recognize that any network equipment may be deployed as
described herein without varying from the scope of the
invention.

Network equipment will be moved when needed, via a
mobile platform, such as, but not limited to, a cell on wheels
(COW), a snowmobile, a drone, an aircraft, a balloon, or any
other means for deploying network equipment to provide
coverage to a determined route.

In one embodiment of the present invention, a determi-
nation of whether or not adequate coverage exists is deter-
mined by determining a required QoS for a plurality of
applications (services) running on devices, and moving a
currently-functioning base station to a location that best
accommodates the required QoS for the plurality of appli-
cations/services. This approach of moving a base station
based on the QoS needs of devices is referred to as a
quality-of-service approach to locating a base station.

In another embodiment of the present invention, a deter-
mination of whether or not adequate coverage exists is
determined by determining a center of mass for a plurality
of applications (services) running on devices, and moving a
currently-functioning base station to a location to the center
of mass location. This approach of moving a base station
based on the center of mass of devices is referred to as a
center-of-mass approach to locating a base station.

As described above, the cellular Base Station (base sta-
tion) physical location is made variable. It frequently
changes (i.e., hourly) to a nearest physically feasible point to
an optimal location that achieves optimal system perfor-
mance, based on one of two approaches. Whether or not a
base station is moved depends on the distribution of devices
and if their QoS requirements are being satisfied. This can
happen frequently, and can be a configurable parameter.
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The base station location can be changing all the time to
match the changing distribution and QoS demands (e.g. a
guaranteed bit rate (GBR)) of devices. (It should be noted
that the phrase “guaranteed bit rate of devices” or “commu-
nication requirements” are meant to encompass a quality of
service (e.g., a guaranteed bit rate) of an application running
on those devices. Each device may have multiple applica-
tions/series running, each with its own GBR). Due to
physical limitations, such as roads for a mobile base station
mounted on a car (Cell on Wheels—CoW), data size, the
base station can may be placed at a sub-optimal point that is
nearest in the optimality criterion to the optimal point.

For every physical location distribution of devices (some-
times called Subscriber Units (SUs)) with their communi-
cation requirements (e.g., voice call at a given SNR, GBR,
etc.), there is at least one optimal physical location for a base
station, denoted a Matching Optimal Location (MOL) and
one or more Feasible Nearest Matching Optimal Location
(FNMOL). The base station receives the device locations
and the devices requirements and moves to a FNMOL. It
should be noted that although the base station may receive
the information to determine its new location, in an alternate
embodiment an outside entity, such as a “cloud application”
is much better practice to receive this info from the devices.
The cloud application (referred to as a location server) may
have more system wide data, such as a multi-agency and
multi-base station data. After calculating/determining the
new optimal location, the location server will send the new
location to the serving base station(s) or to the nomadic
platform that they are mounted on (car, drone . . . ), and the
base station (or the nomadic platform) will displace itself to
the new nearest optimal location, accordingly. As the device
locations and requirements distribution changes, the base
station adapts it own location to a nearest optimal point so
it is always ready to serve the device distribution in a near
optimal point.

Finding the optimal base station location for a given
device distribution is an optimal search problem. The opti-
mal point can be found by heuristic algorithms or numerical
search of likely positions. Care must be given also to
avoiding sub-optimal locally optimal points which are far
worse than the optimal solution. As an example in FIG. 1:
For the center-of-mass approach, the optimal base station
location is the “center of gravity” of the device location
distribution. In FIG. 1, it is assumed that every device has a
same mass (m). However, this need not be the case. For
example, an important service may be running on a particu-
lar device. The device may be weighted, having a mass
M>>m.

By varying the mass of each subscriber unit, the method
of dynamically determining an optimal location of the
serving cell, gives the agency the ability to distinguish
between the running applications that are consuming the
system resources. According to a certain parameters (with
respect to the agencies policy) a specific application or
application running on a SU can be much more important
than other ongoing applications, and the algorithm will give
the particular SU more weigh to determine the optimal
location (so that the BS new location will tend to these
application geography). The optimal location of the serving
cell can be determined as to follow after the location of a SU
running a specific ongoing application, because of its impor-
tance of this application.

Thus, by varying the mass of each subscriber unit (and
alternatively, each application running for each subscriber
unit, The optimal (dynamic) position of the nomadic eNB
(radio, police car, Drone) is determined by taking into
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account the distribution of the positions of the radios and the
priority (mass) of their ongoing services (applications)
which are dictated by the customers needs. The formula that
may rank each running application in the system according
to its priority (mass), can be thought of as:

Mass=tf (Application Type, QoS, Data to transmit, User
Type, Event Type, Time, Position . . . ),

and the center of masses in the x, y, and z planes are

N
2, mi
=1

M

N
Zmiyi
i=1

Zem =

N
Z mz;
i=1

M

Xem = Yom = I

The optimal base position for the current distribution of
user locations and their cellular applications is the virtual
center of gravity/mass of all the current cellular applications
masses. The weight/mass of each cellular application can be
a function of many factors, such as the type of data appli-
cation (voice, video, sensor data, etc.), urgency (emergency
sensor data, public safety calls, etc.), the amount of data to
be transmitted, the Quality of Service (QoS) required, the
user type (civil, public safety officer type and priority, etc.),
the user affiliation with a specific Public safety agency and
its prior agreements with other public safety agencies,
specific time or position of users. In addition, if the system
manager in the cloud wants to closely track a specific user
or application, it can do so manually by giving that user and
application a very large mass.

In another embodiment of the present invention, move-
ment of base stations may be based on an uplink-reception
area as defined below. As the device locations distribution
and communication requirements change, the base station
adapts it own location (even when not all registered devices
are active) to the nearest feasible optimal point so it is
always ready to serve the device distribution in a near
optimal point. The area where a base station location
answers all device requirements is calculated as shown in
FIG. 2. When a device location or device communication
requirement changes, the allowed area is re-calculated and if
needed some device requirements are relaxed. More par-
ticularly, in the quality-of-service approach to locating a
base station, a relaxation in QoS is made for some devices,
since the guaranteed bit rate (GBR) is granted. The relax-
ation is accomplished by changing a modulation scheme of
a specific application due to a lower priority of this appli-
cation relative to others with respect to the agencies policy.

Each service running in a device (SU) has certain require-
ments on its Quality of Service (QoS), Guaranteed Bit Rate
(GBR), etc. These requirements define an area around the
device where these QoS requirements can be met. In ideal
Line of Sight (LOS) conditions this area would be a circle
with the device at the center. With non LOS geographical
constraints, the area would take other shapes (usually circle
like convex shapes). This is denoted as the device Uplink
Reception Area (device-URA). The uplink range is consid-
ered because it is always shorter than the downlink range,
although in alternate embodiments of the present invention,
a downlink range may also be considered.

A common intersection area of the device Uplink Recep-
tion Areas (device-URA) of all participating devices is the
area where the Base Station (base station) can be placed to
meet all QoS constraints of the participating devices. See
FIG. 2 for illustration. If there is no common intersection
area, the device-URA for one or more of the services of the
devices can be relaxed according to a pre-determined Ser-
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vices Priority Policy (SPP) to enlarge some of the device-
URA so the common intersection area is non-zero. Another
option is to split up the group of devices into several groups
that have a feasible non-zero intersection area inside the
group and move several base stations to cover the two
groups. The Services Priority Policy (SPP) assigns a priority
grade to all services running on devices according to their
parameters such as: Modulation, QoS, Data Size, Number
Of Uplink RBs, Required SNR, or Geo-fencing. If the
device-URA of a service on a device needs to be expanded,
the parameters of its services are relaxed in the order of their
priorities.

In some cases a rank of the services will determine the
new location of the base station. In other cases, the grade of
the services will determine the new location of the base
station.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a general operational
environment of communication system 300, according to
one embodiment of the present invention. As shown in FIG.
3 a plurality of public-safety devices 304-308 are in com-
munication with location server 301 through base station
303 and intervening network 302.

Public-safety devices 304-308 may comprise such
devices as rescue devices, ladder trucks, ambulances, police
cars, fire engines, a standalone display or monitor, a hand-
held computer, a tablet computer, a mobile phone, a police
radio, a media player, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a
GPS receiver, or the like, including a combination of two or
more of these items.

Network 302 may comprise one of any number of over-
the-air or wired networks. For example network 302 may
comprise a private 802.11 network set up by a building
operator, a next-generation cellular communications net-
work operated by a cellular service provider, or any public-
safety network such as an APCO 25 network. Network 302
usually comprises several base stations and/or repeater sta-
tions 303 (only one shown). Base stations 303 can receive
information (either control or media, e.g., data, voice (au-
dio), video, etc.) in a signal from devices 304-308 and
devices 308. Base stations 303 can also transmit information
in signals to one or more devices 304-308 and devices 308.
Base stations 303 have a finite capacity, that when reached,
limit the base station from providing coverage to public-
safety devices.

Although only four public-safety devices 304-308 are
shown, one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that any
number of devices may be geographically routed to a
particular incident. Similarly, although only one device 308
is shown in FIG. 3, one of ordinary skill in the art will
recognize that many more devices may be routed to any
particular incident scene.

As discussed above, oftentimes a public-safety incident
will over tax network equipment. For example, due to a large
number of public-safety devices and personnel moved to, for
example, a large fire, base station 303 handling the wireless
communications at the scene, or to devices to/from the fire
may be overloaded. (It should be noted that although the
term “base station” is used herein, any overburdened net-
work equipment may be overloaded, and aided in a similar
manner as described below). In order to address this issue,
base stations currently in use (referred to herein as portable
base stations) will be moved when needed. This is illustrated
in FIG. 4.

With reference to FIG. 4, assume that base stations 401
and 403 are currently serving devices 420, with inadequate
QoS being provided to at least some devices 420. Location
server 301 may determine that base stations 401 and 403 do
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not have the capability to handle the traffic while satistying
a QoS requirement for devices 420, and will move at least
one currently-functioning (i.e., currently in use serving
remote units) portable base station in order to provide the
QoS required by devices 420. This is illustrated in FIG. 4,
with both base stations 401 and 403 being moved accord-
ingly in the directions of the arrows.

It should be noted that the routing of base stations 401 and
403 will preferably take place by location server 301 pro-
viding the geographic coordinates to base stations 401 and
403 via over-the-air communication using network 302.
Devices 420 may be “unaware” of any QoS load issues with
any base station. As described above, the location of a
particular base station may be determined as a center of mass
for a plurality of subscriber units (each SU having a different
mass that is proportional to its priority), or the location of a
particular base station may be determined as a common
intersection area of the device Uplink Reception Areas. As
described, the URA of a particular device is an area sur-
rounding an SU where a base station can be located and still
satisfy a QoS requirement for a particular SU.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of location server 301. Location
server 301 typically comprises processor 503 (sometimes
referred to as a microprocessor, logic unit, or logic circuitry)
that is communicatively coupled with various system com-
ponents, including transmitter 501, receiver 502, and general
storage component (database) 505. Only a limited number of
system elements are shown for ease of illustration; but
additional such elements may be included in the location
server 301.

Processing device 503 may be partially implemented in
hardware and, thereby, programmed with software or firm-
ware logic or code for performing functionality described
herein; and/or the processing device 503 may be completely
implemented in hardware, for example, as a state machine or
ASIC (application specific integrated circuit). Storage 505
can include short-term and/or long-term storage of various
information needed for the recall of specific knowledge to
aide in routing portable network equipment. For example,
storage 505 may comprise street maps, coverage maps,
vehicle locations, current locations of incidents, base station
loading levels, routes for various devices, etc. Storage 505
may further store software or firmware for programming the
processing device 503 with the logic or code needed to
perform its functionality.

Transmitter 501 and receiver 502 are common circuitry
known in the art for communication utilizing a well known
communication protocol, and serve as means for transmit-
ting and receiving messages. For example, receiver 502 and
transmitter 501 may be well known long-range transceivers
that utilize the Apco 25 (Project 25) communication system
protocol. Other possible transmitters and receivers include,
IEEE 802.11 communication system protocol, transceivers
utilizing Bluetooth, HyperLAN protocols, or any other com-
munication system protocol.

Using a center-of-mass approach to locating a base sta-
tion, processor 503 is configured to receive a mass of each
subscriber unit and a location of each subscriber unit, and
output a location for base station 401 that is substantially the
center of mass of each subscriber unit. In one particular
embodiment, each application/service running on a sub-
scriber unit may have its own mass, so that each subscriber
units may have multiple masses. Processor 503 is configured
to receive a location of all subscriber units, and calculate a
center of mass for all applications/services running on all
subscriber units. The location is output to base station 401.
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Using a quality-of-service approach to locating base sta-
tion 401, processor 503 receives a location of all devices
(SUs) and calculates a URA for all applications running on
those devices. An intersection of all URAs is output as a
location to base station 401.

Expanding on the quality-of-service approach to locating
base station 401, each active data communication to a base
station has certain requirements on its Quality of Service
(QoS). For example, a certain device may be running three
applications, the three applications may have three different
QoS levels. A first application may be guaranteed 10 MB/s,
while a second application running on the device may be
guaranteed 5 MB/s, and a third application running on the
device may only require 0.5 MB/s. These requirements
define an area around the device where these QoS require-
ments can be met for a given Modulation Coding Scheme
(MCS) by the base station. This area is denoted as the device
Uplink Reception Area (device-URA). In ideal Line of Sight
(LOS) conditions this area would be a circle with the SU at
the center. This is illustrated in FIG. 6, with a first device
(UE) 601 having three concentric circles, or URAs (one for
each running application), each a distance away from device
601 that is based on a limit where the required QoS may be
met by the base station. In other words, the QoS may be met
by a base station if the base station lies within the URA.
Thus, device 601, running three applications, will have three
URAs 602-604.

In calculating an optimal base station position using the
quality-of-service approach, logic circuitry 503 calculates a
URA for an application with a highest modulation and
coding scheme (MCS), and continues this calculation for all
applications running on all devices. A common intersection
area of all URAs is then calculated. This intersection is the
optimal area where the Base Station (BS) can be located to
meet all constraints of the participating devices.

If there is no common intersection area, a priority of all
applications is determined by logic circuitry 503. This may
be retrieved from storage 505. A URA for one (or more) of
the lowest priority device services (applications) must be
enlarged to create a non-zero intersection area by down-
grading its MCS to a lower rate (e.g., from 64QAM to
16QAM to QPSK). This step is repeated for the next lowest
priority device service until a common intersection area is
non-zero.

Once an intersection in URAs is determined, at least one
base station is instructed to move accordingly.

FIG. 7 illustrates the generation of the center of mass for
all application/services running on devices. As shown, logic
circuitry 503 has device locations as an input. These device
locations are preferably obtained from the devices them-
selves via an over-the-air transmission to receiver 502.
Receiver 502 provides the locations to logic circuitry 503. A
mass for each device (or a mass for each application/service
running on each device) is also input to logic circuitry 503.
This may be retrieved from storage 505 (stored as a device/
mass pair or a application/mass pair), or may be input to
logic circuitry 505 through a user interface. Logic circuitry
503 outputs a location of a center of mass for all applica-
tions/services running on all devices. The location is pref-
erably output to transmitter 501 and transmitted to base
station 401.

Thus, FIG. 7 illustrates a receiver outputting device
locations, logic circuitry coupled to the receiver, the logic
circuitry having the device locations as an input, the logic
circuitry having a mass of applications running on the
devices as an input, and the logic circuitry outputting a
location of a center of mass for the applications running on
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the devices. A transmitter having the location of the center
of mass as an input will output the location of the center of
mass to network equipment, causing the network equipment
to move its location to the location of the center of mass.

FIG. 8 illustrates the generation of an intersection of all
URAs for all applications/services running on devices. As
shown, logic circuitry 503 has device locations as an input.
These device locations are preferably obtained from the
devices themselves via an over-the-air transmission to
receiver 502. Receiver 502 provides the locations to logic
circuitry 503. A QoS for each device (or a QoS for each
application/service running on each device) is also input to
logic circuitry 503. This may be retrieved from storage 505
(stored as a device/mass pair or a application/mass pair), or
may be input to logic circuitry 505 through a user interface.
Logic circuitry 503 outputs a location of an intersection for
all URAs for all applications/services running on all devices.
The location is preferably output to transmitter 501 and
transmitted to base station 401.

Thus, FIG. 8 illustrates a logic circuitry coupled to a
receiver, the logic circuitry having the device locations as an
input, the logic circuitry having a QoS of applications
running on devices as an input, the logic circuitry calculating
an uplink-reception area (URA) for the applications running
on the of devices, and the logic circuitry outputting a
location of an intersection of all URAs. A transmitter will
have the location of the intersection as an input and output
the location of the intersection to network equipment, caus-
ing the network equipment to move its location to near the
location of the intersection of all URAs.

As discussed, the URA comprises an area surrounding a
particular device where network equipment can be located to
satisfy a quality of service for an application running on the
particular device.

FIG. 9 is a flow chart showing operation of the location
server of FIG. 5 using a center-of-gravity approach to
locating a base station. At step 901 device locations are
received by receiver 502 and input to logic circuitry 503.
These device locations are preferably obtained from the
devices themselves via an over-the-air transmission to
receiver 502. Receiver 502 provides the locations to logic
circuitry 503. At step 903, a mass for each device (or a mass
for each application/service running on each device) is also
input to logic circuitry 503. This may be retrieved from
storage 505 (stored as a device/mass pair or an application/
mass pair), or may be input to logic circuitry 505 through a
user interface. At step 905, logic circuitry 503 calculates and
outputs a location of a center of mass for all applications/
services running on all devices. The location is preferably
output to transmitter 501 and transmitted to base station 401
(step 907).

The above flow chart provides for a method for moving
network equipment. The method comprises the steps of
receiving locations for a plurality of devices, receiving a
mass value for applications running on the plurality of
devices, calculating a location of a center of mass for the
applications running on the plurality of devices, and trans-
mitting the location of the center of mass to network
equipment, causing the network equipment to move its
location to near the location of the center of mass.

As discussed, the step of receiving the locations com-
prises the step of receiving the locations from the devices via
an over-the-air transmission from the devices while the step
of receiving the mass value for applications comprises the
step of accessing storage to retrieve the mass value for each
application. The step of transmitting the location comprises
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the step of transmitting the location over-the-air to the
network equipment, and the network equipment comprises a
base station or repeater.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart showing operation of the location
server of FIG. 5 using a quality-of-service approach to
locating network equipment. At step 1001 device locations
are received by receiver 502 and input to logic circuitry 503.
These device locations are preferably obtained from the
devices themselves via an over-the-air transmission to
receiver 502. Receiver 502 provides the locations to logic
circuitry 503. At step 1003, a Qos for each device (or a QoS
for each application/service running on each device) is also
input to logic circuitry 503. This may be retrieved from
storage 505 (stored as a device/QoS pair or an application/
QoS pair), or may be input to logic circuitry 505 through a
user interface. At step 1005, logic circuitry 503 calculates
and URAs for all applications/services, and outputs a loca-
tion of an intersection of all URAs. The location is prefer-
ably output to transmitter 501 and transmitted to base station
401 (step 1007).

The above flow chart provides for a method for moving
network equipment, the method comprises the steps of
receiving locations for a plurality of devices, receiving a
QoS value for applications running on the plurality of
devices, calculating an uplink-reception area (URA) for the
applications running on the plurality of devices, calculating
a location of an intersection of all URAs, and transmitting
the location of the intersection of all URAs to network
equipment, causing the network equipment to move its
location to near the location of the intersection of all URAs.

As discussed above, the URA comprises an area sur-
rounding a particular device where network equipment can
be located to satisfy a quality of service for an application
running on the particular device.

In the foregoing specification, specific embodiments have
been described. However, one of ordinary skill in the art
appreciates that various modifications and changes can be
made without departing from the scope of the invention as
set forth in the claims below. Accordingly, the specification
and figures are to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a
restrictive sense, and all such modifications are intended to
be included within the scope of present teachings.

Those skilled in the art will further recognize that refer-
ences to specific implementation embodiments such as “cir-
cuitry” may equally be accomplished via either on general
purpose computing apparatus (e.g., CPU) or specialized
processing apparatus (e.g., DSP) executing software instruc-
tions stored in non-transitory computer-readable memory. It
will also be understood that the terms and expressions used
herein have the ordinary technical meaning as is accorded to
such terms and expressions by persons skilled in the tech-
nical field as set forth above except where different specific
meanings have otherwise been set forth herein.

The benefits, advantages, solutions to problems, and any
element(s) that may cause any benefit, advantage, or solu-
tion to occur or become more pronounced are not to be
construed as a critical, required, or essential features or
elements of any or all the claims. The invention is defined
solely by the appended claims including any amendments
made during the pendency of this application and all equiva-
lents of those claims as issued.

Moreover in this document, relational terms such as first
and second, top and bottom, and the like may be used solely
to distinguish one entity or action from another entity or
action without necessarily requiring or implying any actual
such relationship or order between such entities or actions.
The terms “comprises,” “comprising,” “has”, “having,”
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“includes”, “including,” “contains”, “containing” or any
other variation thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive
inclusion, such that a process, method, article, or apparatus
that comprises, has, includes, contains a list of elements does
not include only those elements but may include other
elements not expressly listed or inherent to such process,
method, article, or apparatus. An element proceeded by
“comprises . . . a”, “has . . . a”, “includes . . . a”,
“contains . . . a” does not, without more constraints, preclude
the existence of additional identical elements in the process,
method, article, or apparatus that comprises, has, includes,
contains the element. The terms “a” and “an” are defined as
one or more unless explicitly stated otherwise herein. The
terms “substantially”, “essentially”, “approximately”,
“about” or any other version thereof, are defined as being
close to as understood by one of ordinary skill in the art, and
in one non-limiting embodiment the term is defined to be
within 10%, in another embodiment within 5%, in another
embodiment within 1% and in another embodiment within
0.5%. The term “coupled” as used herein is defined as
connected, although not necessarily directly and not neces-
sarily mechanically. A device or structure that is “config-
ured” in a certain way is configured in at least that way, but
may also be configured in ways that are not listed.

It will be appreciated that some embodiments may be
comprised of one or more generic or specialized processors
(or “processing devices™) such as microprocessors, digital
signal processors, customized processors and field program-
mable gate arrays (FPGAs) and unique stored program
instructions (including both software and firmware) that
control the one or more processors to implement, in con-
junction with certain non-processor circuits, some, most, or
all of the functions of the method and/or apparatus described
herein. Alternatively, some or all functions could be imple-
mented by a state machine that has no stored program
instructions, or in one or more application specific integrated
circuits (ASICs), in which each function or some combina-
tions of certain of the functions are implemented as custom
logic. Of course, a combination of the two approaches could
be used.

Moreover, an embodiment can be implemented as a
computer-readable storage medium having computer read-
able code stored thereon for programming a computer (e.g.,
comprising a processor) to perform a method as described
and claimed herein. Examples of such computer-readable
storage mediums include, but are not limited to, a hard disk,
a CD-ROM, an optical storage device, a magnetic storage
device, a ROM (Read Only Memory), a PROM (Program-
mable Read Only Memory), an EPROM (Erasable Program-
mable Read Only Memory), an EEPROM (Electrically
Erasable Programmable Read Only Memory) and a Flash
memory. Further, it is expected that one of ordinary skill,
notwithstanding possibly significant effort and many design
choices motivated by, for example, available time, current
technology, and economic considerations, when guided by
the concepts and principles disclosed herein will be readily
capable of generating such software instructions and pro-
grams and ICs with minimal experimentation.

The Abstract of the Disclosure is provided to allow the
reader to quickly ascertain the nature of the technical dis-
closure. It is submitted with the understanding that it will not
be used to interpret or limit the scope or meaning of the
claims. In addition, in the foregoing Detailed Description, it
can be seen that various features are grouped together in
various embodiments for the purpose of streamlining the
disclosure. This method of disclosure is not to be interpreted
as reflecting an intention that the claimed embodiments

2 <
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require more features than are expressly recited in each
claim. Rather, as the following claims reflect, inventive
subject matter lies in less than all features of a single
disclosed embodiment. Thus the following claims are
hereby incorporated into the Detailed Description, with each
claim standing on its own as a separately claimed subject
matter.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for moving network equipment, the method
comprising the steps of:

receiving locations for a plurality of devices;

receiving a mass value for applications running on the

plurality of devices;

calculating a location of a center of mass for the appli-

cations running on the plurality of devices; and
transmitting the location of the center of mass to network

equipment, causing the network equipment to move its

location to near the location of the center of mass.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of receiving the
locations comprises the step of receiving the locations from
the devices via an over-the-air transmission from the
devices.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the step of receiving the
mass value for applications comprises the step of accessing
storage to retrieve the mass value for each applications.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the step of transmitting
the location comprises the step of transmitting the location
over-the-air to the network equipment.
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5. The method of claim 4 wherein the network equipment
comprises a base station or repeater.

6. An apparatus comprising:
a receiver outputting device locations;

logic circuitry coupled to the receiver, the logic circuitry
having the device locations as an input, the logic
circuitry having a mass of applications running on the
devices as an input, and the logic circuitry outputting a
location of a center of mass for the applications running
on the devices; and
a transmitter having the location of the center of mass as
an input and outputting the location of the center of
mass to network equipment, causing the network
equipment to move its location to the location of the
center of mass.
7. The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the receiver receives
the device locations from the devices via an over-the-air
transmission from the devices.

8. The apparatus of claim 7 further comprises storage
outputting the mass of applications running on the devices to
the logic circuitry.

9. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the transmitter
comprises an over-the-air transmitter.

10. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the network equip-
ment comprises a base station or repeater.
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